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“Sing for the Cure” -  A poignant and 
uplifting musical experience  
with narration, chronicles the 
feelings and experiences of those 
touched by breast cancer through 
songs of different styles from a 
range of composers. This 
emotionally charged and powerful 
work was initiated by the Susan G. 
Komen for the Cure. 
  
From its first performance with 
renown poet laureate Maya Angelou,  
and subsequently at hundreds of 
performances across North America, 
 “Sing for the Cure” has moved and 
delighted thousands of people.  
 
This inspirational work will have its 
European premiere at the Southbank 
Centre, London on 2nd May 2009. 
“Sing for the Cure” is a centrepiece 
of Various Voices London, a festival 
of singing. 

Various Voices London is producing 
the four-day festival in partnership 
with the Southbank Centre. The 
festival will attract thousands of 
delegates from UK and international 
LGBT choirs as well as the general 
public, both as festival participants 
and as audience members. 
 
The premiere will be conducted by 
Dr. Tim Seelig, who oversaw its 
world premiere, and will be 
performed by a special choir drawn 
from LGBT choirs, accompanied by 
the London Gay Symphony 
Orchestra and Two celebrity 
narrators Jane Hill from BBC News 
and the actress Jenni McAlpine. 
   
With support from Komen 
Foundation, we are working with UK 
Breast Cancer Charity Breakthrough 
to fundraise, build awareness. We 
expect to raise in excess of £15,000 
for Breakthrough. 
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Celebrate  Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual, 
Transgender (LGBT) 
identity through song 
and to showcase on 
an international stage 
the achievements and 
diversity of LGBT 
choirs of Europe and 
around the world.   

Interaction  between 
choirs and singers, both 
in singing activities and 
socially, to develop new 
synergy between 
delegate singers and 
ensembles in London; 
with interaction between 
choirs of all kinds and at 
all levels. 

To facilitate growth  
of all those ensembles 
and individual singers 
involved, through 
motivating their 
leaders, inspiring 
singers and through 
the development of 
new skills and ideas.  
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In 2000, the founder of 
Susan G. Komen for 
the Cure, Nancy 
Brinker, decided that 
one of the most 
powerful ways the 
messages surrounding 
breast cancer could be 
delivered was through 
music.  As she said, the 
organization had talked 
and talked.  And 
millions had indeed 
listened.  But it was 
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thought perhaps 
even more would listen if 
the message was 
sung.Thus began the 
journey. 
In the incredibly gifted 
hands of poet/librettist 
Pamela Martin and 10 
different composers, the 
stories literally came to 
life. The mother, 
diagnosed, whose 
questioning words are,  
“Who will curl my 

daughter's hair?”  The 
daughter's plaintive 
lullaby, “Come to me, 
mother, again in my 
dreams.”  The spouse, 
vowing “I made a 
promise.  That promise 
lives on.”  The rousing 
“Stepping out in faith 
over groundless ground,” 
and finally, “We are one 
voice.  We will keep on 
singing 'til the ribbons 
that we wear wave like 
banners of life!” 

Each of the 11 pieces 
carries a powerful 
message in the journey 
that is breast cancer.  
Accompanied by a full 
orchestra, the pieces are 
set apart by poignant 
narration telling the 
stories.   
In literally hundreds of 
performances, “Sing for 
the Cure” has moved 
audiences across North 
America.  In every 

"� ��������	�����������# �

setting, large or small, it 
has brought the 
messages of comfort, 
faith and the hope of 
victory.  The work 
literally takes the 
listener on a journey 
through a myriad  of 
emotions and 
experiences. No one is 
left untouched as the 
rousing finale brings the 
audience to its feet with 
renewed energy for the 
fight. 

Why “Sing for the 
Cure”?   Because there 
is no medium more 
powerful than music to 
move the hearts and 
minds of people.  Wed to 
the powerful messages 
in the exhilarating music, 
there is no effort more 
worthwhile than bringing 
this music to the U.K. 
and ultimately the world. 
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The Southbank Centre 
is Europe’s largest arts 
centre , it attracts more 
than three million 
visitors annually and 
with over a thousand 
paid performances and  
over 300 free foyer 
events, it is the perfect 
venue for this 
important debut event. 

To be performed in the 
Royal Festival Hall at 
the largest choral 
festival ever staged in 
Europe with 65 choirs 
and over 3000 singers. 
Musicians and singers 
are signing up from all 
over the world to be a 
part of this event. With 
5,000 visitors daily 

We expect ticket 
demand will be high. 

The perfromnce will be 
opened by the London 
Gay Symphony 
Orchestra with 
Poulenc’s Suite for Les 
Biches conducted by 
their resident 
conductor, Simon 
Bowler 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
                     
                                                           
 
 
 

 

“Sing for the Cure “is a 
SATB arrangement in 
eight parts and 
applications to join the 
choir is open to all 
registered delegates of 
the Various Voices 
festival. If you originally 
applied through GALA 
you should by now 
have registered on the 
VVL website and if you 
have not paid, then pay 
on line. You only pay 
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one registration fee. If 
you originally paid 
GALA you should 
already have created a 
profile on the VVL 
website. Please do not 
pay again. You do not 
have to be affiliated to a 
registered choir to join 
 

The music will be made 
available to you when 
our on-line music 
learning centre goes 
live in March. 

 If you have sung this 
piece before we 
suggest you use this 
opportunity to refresh 
your memory.  
 

Read more about our 
celebrity narrators on 
our website: Jane Hill 
and Jennie McAlpine. 
 

Add SFTC chorus to 
your delegate profile as 
your main choir or as 
an additional choir. 
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Singers Rehearsals  
 A  Thursday 30/4/09 
  7pm to 9:30pm 
City of London School 
 B  Friday 1/5/09  

 2pm to 4:30pm 
Level 5 Function Rm RFH   
 C  Saturday 2/5/09 
  10:30am to 1pm 
Blue Room, Spirit Lvl RFH 
For Soloist Rehearsal  
 D  Friday 1/5/09 
         4:30pm to 5:30pm 
Level 5 Function Rm RFH 
All - Dress Rehearsal 
 E Saturday 2/5/09  

       5pm to 7pm 
Royal festival Hall (RFH) 
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Performance  
 F Saturday 2/5/09  
                 8pm to 10pm 
 Royal festival Hall (RFH) 
 

Orchestra Rehearsal 
 E Wednesday 29/4/09  
         7pm -10pm 
City of London School 
 F Saturday 2/5/09  
                   4pm to 5pm 
Royal festival Hall (RFH) 
 

Call sheet / maps:  
http://www.variousvoice
slondon.org.uk/vv 
 

Download  from the 
Delegate and Volunteer 
Pack area 
 

Music Download : from 
music library link above, 
you have to sign-in as a 
delegate on webpage   
 

Listen / Learn at home  
 

Music Folder : bring a 
plain black music folder 

Score  supplied 30/4/09 
(if you don’t have one)  

Attend all rehearsals   
 

Costume  black lower 
body + upper body 
garment one solid 
colour from festival logo 

(shown on righthandside) 

We are delighted that a 
large number of singers 
have agreed to come to 
London to sing in this 
wonderful fundraising 
event. 90% of the profit 

from this concert will be 
donated to the UK’s 
leading Breast Cancer  
Charity Breakthrough. 
The ‘Sing for the Cure’ 
festival choir will be 

complete when singers 
from Europe swell the 
choir numbers to bring 
this exciting concert to 
its climax 
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Public ticket prices:  

£25 £20 £15 £12  
 

Delegates' discounted price:  
£22.50 £18 £13.50 £10.80 

  
This event is British Sign Language interpreted 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
                     
                                                           
 
 
 
 
 

Various Voices London  
is a company limited by 
guarantee registered in 
England and Wales no: 
06241703 and a registered 
charity no: 1124175.  
 
VVL Office: LGMC, 
Hampstead Town Hall Centre, 
213 Haverstock Hill, London. 
NW3 4AP. UK  

 Various Voices London 2009  
 
Growth through singing, celebration and interaction  
 
Southbank Centre 1st May - 4th May 2009  

96 hours of enjoyment,  
4 days of fun, 
4,000 like minded people.  

Various Voices London 2009 is a festival of song and singing that will 
enable participants and audiences to grow through celebration and 
interaction.  

Performance, workshops, meetings, social activities and parties 
support a holistic approach to well-being; helping to overcome 
prejudices and preconceptions by bringing communities together in a 
welcoming atmosphere of fun and friendliness.  

To find out how you can be involved to support Sing for the Cure we 
invite you to contact us and continue to spead the vision. 
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We are most grateful for the invaluable financial support of:            
Southbank Centre, our artistic partner, the three lead choirs: 
Diversity, London Gay Men’s Chorus, Pink Singers and                            
the Paul Hamlyn Foundation  

We also acknowledge the support and endorsement of:     
Design for Diversity, GALA Choruses, Hotelopia, Legato,  
Markson Pianos, Mayor of London, Visit London.  


